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Methodology is your tools for knowledge-making. 
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Course Description: 

 

This course is to prepare you for writing a formal thesis proposal. To do so, first 

you need to have a clear idea about on what topic you will focus. Then you 

gradually unfold your research and learn how to tell others what your research is 

and how you will reach that goal.  

 

As a new researcher, you might (and often do) feel lost and don’t know what to do. 

This is natural. Actually, this might be a good thing, as you are learning and 

developing. Uncertainty often indicates that you are open to unlimited possibilities.  

 

To help you understand what academic research is so as to be able to do yours, 

we’ll use case-study first to help you understand how others do and write about 

their own research. While listening to someone else’s research, we will exercise 

research criticism. Thereby, your critical thinking skills can be sharpened. 

   

Various research examples, however, do not dictate what you should do. Copying 

them would be easier to fail you than to help you. Be advised: consider how you 

can transfer your understanding of the case you studied to what you can contribute 

to the field of art education. In fact, it is your further development makes the case 

you studied meaningful.   

 

Course Objectives: 

 

It is hoped that after this course you are able to  

• Developing knowledge and skills of research methodology. 

• Comprehend the process of writing and presenting a research proposal through 

practice and case analyses. 

• Develop critical and analytical ability so as to be able to self-correct your own 

proposal. 

• Better define and describe the research problem that can stir up your passion for 

research.  

• Acquire skills in presenting your research to the academic community. 

 

Format of the Course: 

 

This course will contain writing, discussions, research analysis and criticism, 

peer-review, and presentations. There’ll be a rehearsal prior to your final 

presentation to help you be familiar with what will be happening when you do a 

format research presentation.  
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Assignments: 

 

1. Participation & Attendance 10 

2. Contribution , Peer-review, & In-class exercises 20 

3. Abstract 10 

4. Research Proposal Draft 1 15 

5. Research Proposal Final Draft 30 

6. Final Presentation 15  

 100 

 

Grading Scale:  

A+: 4.5 100-90  A: 4.0 89-85  A-: 3.7 84-80 

B+: 3.3 79-77  B : 3.0 76-73  B-: 2.7 72-70 

C+: 2.5 69-67  C : 2.3 66-63  C-: 2.0 62-60 

D : 1.0 59-50  E/F: 0 50 and lower 
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Tentative Schedule 

 

Week Wed. Activities TO-Dos  and  Dues 

1 2/25 

1/17 

Syllabus overview 

To-dos: Commentator, panel hosts (association)  

2 3/4 

1/18 

2:30pm 

1. Endnote ( ) 

2. APA in-text style  

3. Note-marking 

If possible, bring your notebook (to install Endnote 

software) 

 

3 3/11  

3 3/15  

 

1:30~4:20 

pm 

1. Guest Speaker 

2. Proposal Writing 

 

Email me: 1) the title of your research, 2) the two titles 

of your research analyses (1 Chinese, 1 English) 

4 3/18 3 research analyses  

5 3/25 3 research analyses   

6 4/01 3 research analyses  

7 4/08 3 research analyses  

8 4/15 3 research analyses  

9 4/22 Peer Review  Email me your research “Abstract” by 4/20, 11:59 pm 

10 4/29 3 presentations  

Due: Research Proposal- Draft 1  

11 5/06 3 presentations  

12 5/13 3 presentations 2~3  

 

13 5/20 3 presentations  

14 5/27 3 presentations ,  

, , 

,  

Please confirm with     

 

15 6/3 

6/06  

Presentation Rehearsal  ( )   

Due: Research Proposal- Final Draft  

16 6/10 Independent Study 

17- 18 6/12  

or 6/19  

The End of the First Year Presentation  

 


